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Preface 

An idea, a user community from more than 50 countries and 8 years of development are the in-

gredients of the new Ages! update. I would like to start out with a message to all those users hav-

ing made this possible: 

Thank you! 

As a means of paying back some of that debt back to our user base, the new V1.50 is available as 

a free update, although more time and effort has gone into the changes and new features of this 

version than into all prior updates combined. 

I would like to especially thank my employee Mr. Löwenbrück, who not only patiently does most of 

the phone support, but is also continuously pushing the user interface development to evolve fur-

ther. The icons are his work as well. 

Enough small talk ð have fun with Ages! and your genealogical research, 

 

Jörn C. Daub 

What is Ages? 

Ages! is the easy to use software for your family tree. Managing complex information and relation-

ships through a simple user interface is the design philosophy behind it. But see for yourselfé 

Shareware? Try-before-buy Software? 

Try-before-buy software (in other words: Shareware) are programs, which you can test-drive before 

purchase. This is just like test driving a car. Ages! will let you enter up to 50 people without having 

to buy it. There is no time limit to its use before purchase. You could use it for months or even 

years. You can also give this software (without registration code!) to friends or relatives. The regis-

tration code turns the shareware into the full program, and removes the 50-people limit. We think 

that this is the most honest way of selling software: You know what youõre getting before you make 

the decision to pay a cent! 

Technical Support 

Our free e-mail support is available for any question or inquiry regarding Ages!.  Simply send an e-

mail to support@daubnet.com, which will usually be answered within one business day.  

Updates 

Simple and clear - just like the software itself: With the purchase of this version, you will receive free 

updates for all upcoming versions that start with a 1 (One). These can be downloaded from our 

website, and will accept your registration code to turn it into the full version. 

About this Manual  

Genealogy is not a linear process, and neither is the use of software. This is why this manual was 

not conceptually created as a novel, but as a helping tool when using Ages!. For your convenience 

we have sorted its chapters in the approximate order of use, but there are quite a few cross-

references or references to screen items in it as well. These are shown as follows: 

üTopic (page X)  cross-reference to another topic in this manual 

Screen Text    text, that is visible on the screen. 

Menu -> Item    menu item from the menu bar 

http://www.daubnet.com  internet-address (URL) 

 

mailto:support@daubnet.com
http://www.daubnet.com/
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Chapter I: Installation and First Steps  

Download 

You can download Ages from its product homepage ( http://www.daubnet.com/english/ages.html ) 

on the internet. You will get a file called AGES.EXE, which you can save to your hard disk. After 

downloading it, you can run it by double-clicking its icon. This will automatically start the installa-

tion process which is described here. 

Installation  

You can cancel the installation at any time by 

clicking the xðbutton in the upper right corner 

of the installation window. 

Step 1) Select your favorite language  

Ages! will automatically select a language by 

looking at the country settings in your Win-

dowsõ Control Panel. If you prefer to get the 

user interface in a different language, you can 

select it here. You can change this setting at 

any point in time after the installation by using 

the üPreferences Dialog (page 31).  

Click on Next .  

Step 2) Choose Type of Installation 

There are three different methods of installa-

tion. 

For most users, the Standard installation  is 

the right choice. It will (just like most other 

installation routines) create a new directory on 

your hard disk and copy itself into it. After click-

ing Next , the installation proceeds with step 3. 

The Network installation  will not copy any 

files or create a subdirectory, but allows it to 

run from CD or from a shared network drive. 

This type of installation will only prepare your 

PC for the use of Ages!. When selecting this 

type of installation, the CD must be inserted (or: the network resource must be available) whenever 

Ages! is being used. Clicking Next  will proceed to last step of this installation, since no target di-

rectory is needed. 

The option Hands o f f my PC!  is an additional installation mode for experts. It will not copy files, 

create directories or shortcuts. It also will not make any changes to your registry (paranoia-mode). 

When using this mode, Ages! will not save 

personal preferences after exiting the program. 

To avoid this installation screen popping up 

upon every launch of the AGES.EXE, use the 

command parameter ó-handsoffó. Clicking 

Next  will run the software without any further 

steps. 

Step 3) Select Installation Target Directory  

The standard installation procedure will ask you 

for a target directory where it will put the appli-

cation files. You can leave the default setting, 

http://www.daubnet.com/german/ages.html
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or change it according to your personal preferences.  

Clicking Install  copies the AGES.EXE, and proceeds to the last step of this installation.  

. 

Step 4) Final Step) 

Ages! has now been installed on your PC. If 

you already have a license key, this is a good 

point in time to unlock the software. 

Click on Run Ages! now  to finish the installa-

tion and run Ages! the first time.  

Clicking on Done. Exit Setup  instead, will 

just finish the installation, and not automatical-

ly start the software. 

If you wish to remove Ages! from a machine, 

follow the instructions in üUninstalling Ages! 

(page 46) 

The Splash Screen 

The splash screen appears during the launch of Ages!. It 

features the software version number in its upper right.  

After successful startup this window will automatically disap-

pear.  

Main Program Window 

When you first run 

Ages, most of the icons 

and menus will be 

gray, which means that 

they are unavailable. 

This is because you do 

not have a tree yet, 

that they could work 

on. 

If you already have a 

GEDCOM file on your 

hard disk, you can 

open it as described in 

üOpening an existing 

family tree (page 7).  

Otherwise continue 

with üCreating a family 

tree (page 7) to start 

with a new, empty 

family tree file. 

The welcome form has a few additional functions that will be described here. 

Manual 

The manual that you are reading right now is accessible through the Ages! user interface. There 

are three ways to open the manual on your screen: by hitting the !  key, by clicking on one of the 

buttons with the Help icon, or by using the ?->Manual  menu item. 
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To view this manual, you will need the freely available Adobe Acrobat Reader software installed on 

your PC. If you donõt have a manual on your system yet, you will be guided its download. 

Download-Manager  

The Download-Manager simplifies the installa-

tion of add-ons. Click on the Download  icon 

on the welcome screen or select ? -> Dow n-

load  from the menu. 

Click on Connect to Updateserver . Please 

note that this function requires an internet con-

nection. On most systems, Ages! will automati-

cally connect to the internet, but depending on 

your setup, you may have to make that connec-

tion yourself prior to using the Ages! Download-

Manager. 

Once Ages! has connected to the servers, it will 

check its components on your system, and show you a list of available updates. You can choose 

which components you wish to update or install. Among those are: 

 

Additional language 

PDF Manuals 

other add-ons for Ages! 

Now click on Download. Ages! automatically does the rest.  

Do not forget to cut your internet connection afterwards, if you have a time based tariff. 

Homepage 

To be up-to-date, it is best to visit our homepage every now 

and then. You will find the most current information on 

Ages! there. 

You can access our homepage through the button on the 

welcome screen, through the ? -> Homepage  menu item 

or by typing the following address into the address bar of 

your browser: 

http://www.daubnet.com/en/ages 

Buy Ages!  

The welcome screen and the icon bar will feature a Buy Ages! -

icon, as long as Ages! is not unlocked on your system. This button 

leads to the window shown on the right. Select your country to see 

the possible methods of acquiring your personal license key. 

Once you have entered your license key, this icon will disappear.  

Unlock Ages! 

When you purchased Ages!, you have received a personal 

license key. All you need to do is click on Unlock Ages! , 

and enter that key. It is not necessary to install Ages 

again, or make any other change on your system. 

 

http://www.daubnet.com/en/ages
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Chapter II: Your Family Tree 

Creating a family tree  

Select File -> New , 

to start with a new, 

empty family tree. 

The current family 

tree file name is 

shown in the upper 

left portion of the 

screen. As long as you 

havenõt saved it to 

disk, and thus given it 

a name, it will show 

óNew Family Treeó. 

A window will auto-

matically open to 

receive the name of 

the first individual in 

your tree. This window 

is described in 

üAdding a new per-

son to the tree (page 

8). 

Opening an existing family tree  

To open a family tree file, select File -> Open . A standard dialog will prompt you for the file, 

which will then be loaded. Its name will appear in the upper right area of the main window. 

It is not important, whether that file was created by Ages!, or if it you used some other softwareõs 

GEDCOM-export. Please note, that some data contained in other programsõ  GEDCOM files may 

not be recognized by Ages!. This manualõs appendix has more details on the GEDCOM standard. 

Saving the family tree 

Use the menu item File -> Save  to save the current family tree to disk. If it is a newly created 

tree, you will be prompted for a filename. That filename will then appear in the upper right portion 

of the main window. If the file already has a name, it is saved under that name without prompting 

the user. 

If you wish to save the tree to a different file, select File -> Save as...  

Status of the family tree  

The menu item File -> Status  opens a window, which shows the number 

of persons in the tree, along with the number of marriages/partnerships, 

notes, media and sources. 

Quitting Ages ! 

Just like any other software, you can quit Ages! by selecting File -> Exit . If you have unsaved 

changes, you will be prompted to save them. Ages! will automatically open the most recently used 

file, whenever you launch the application. 

 


